To the Editor : At the end of 2019, the first cases of pneumonia associated with coronavirus (COVID-21 19) were reported in Wuhan, China (Huang et al., 2020) . Thereafter, the number of infected people 22 increased rapidly and, a month later, the outbreak turned into a national crisis, with infected 23 individuals diagnosed all over the country (CDC, 2020; Chan et al., 2020; World Health 24 Organization, 2020a, 2020b). Chinese authorities shut down transportation and travel in and out 25 of Wuhan. They also curtailed and reduced local business travel, closed down schools, colleges pollution was first apparent near Wuhan, but spread across the rest of the country, and eventually 36 worldwide (NASA, 2020). In Central China, NO 2 emissions were reduced by as much as 30% 37 (NASA, 2020). CO 2 emissions, another common tracer of air pollution (Hanaoka and Masui, 38 2019), decreased by 25% in China and by 6% worldwide (CarbonBrief, 2020). Air pollution is 39 responsible for many deaths and increased incidences of respiratory disease (Brauer, 2010) .
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According to the World Health Organization, 4.6 million individuals die annually from diseases 41 and illnesses directly related to poor air quality (Cohen et al., 2017) . Poor air quality is 42 responsible for more deaths each year than motor vehicle accidents (European Environment 
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